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Introductions



Aim tonight:

How can we help 

KS4 (Year 10 and Year 11) 

students become 

successful learners?



Agenda:

1. What do we do to help 
students become 
successful learners?

2. What can students do 
to become better 
learners

3. What can you do?



KS4... the road ahead



KS4 Curriculum Overview
Core Subjects: 

Students in Y10/Y11 study all core subjects and are allocated 5 periods of 

each a week:

• English Literature

• English Language

• Maths (opportunity for Further Maths in Y11)

• Science (Combined or Separate*) – students who study separate 

science are allocated 9 periods as they are studying towards 3 

separate science GCSE grades.  

Option Subjects: 

Alongside their core subjects, students at KS4 also study 4 ‘options’ based on 

their preferences chosen in Y9. 

These options are divided into 4 blocks A-D and are allocated 3 periods a 

week. This is usually a double and a single lesson. 

Studying all the above will ensure a child in KS4 comes out with at least 

9 GCSE qualifications. 



Y10 2025-2027 Curriculum Overview
Subject Exam Board Link to Specification Teaching Allocation (50 min periods)

English Literature AQA English Specification 5 periods

English Language AQA English Specification 

Maths AQA Maths Specification 5 periods

Science (Combined) Edexcel Science Specification 5 periods 

Science (Separate) Edexcel Biology - Biology Specification / Chemistry – Chemistry Specification / Physics - Physics Specification 9 periods 

French (new spec) AQA French Specification 3 periods 

Spanish (new spec) AQA Spanish Specification 3 periods 

Geography AQA Geography Specification 3 periods 

History Edexcel History Specification 3 periods 

Ethics & Philosophy WJEC Ethics Specification 3 periods 

Computer Science OCR Computer Science Specification 3 periods 

Citizenship AQA Citizenship Specification 3 periods 

Design & Technology WJEC  DT Specification 3 periods 

Art & Design (Fine Art) AQA Art Specification 3 periods 

Art & Design (Photography) AQA Photography Specification 3 periods 

Business Edexcel Business Specification 3 periods 

Statistics Edexcel Statistics Specification 3 periods 

Hospitality & Catering WJEC Catering Specification 3 periods 

Music AQA Music Specification 3 periods 

Health & Social Care OCR HSC Specification 3 periods 

Sport BTEC Sport Specification 3 periods 

Drama (Performing Arts) BTEC Drama Specification 3 periods

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8702/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8700/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/specification
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html#%2Ftab-Biology
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html#%2Ftab-Chemistry
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html#%2Ftab-Physics
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/french/gcse/french-8652/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/spanish/gcse/spanish-8692/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/specification
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies-gcse/#tab_keydocuments
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/citizenship-studies/gcse/citizenship-studies-8100/specification
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-technology-gcse/#tab_keydocuments
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201/specification
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/business-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/statistics-2017.html
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/hospitality-and-catering-level-1-2/#tab_keydocuments
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/gcse/music-8271/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/health-and-social-care-level-1-2-j835/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/sport-2022.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/performing-arts-2022.html


Y11 2024-2026 Curriculum Overview

Subject Exam Board Link to Specification Teaching Allocation (50 min periods)

English Literature AQA English Specification 5 periods

English Language AQA English Specification 

Maths AQA Maths Specification 5 periods

Science (Combined) Edexcel Science Specification 5 periods 

Science (Separate) Edexcel Biology - Biology Specification / Chemistry – Chemistry Specification / Physics - Physics Specification 9 periods 

French (new spec) AQA French Specification 3 periods 

Spanish (new spec) AQA Spanish Specification 3 periods 

Geography AQA Geography Specification 3 periods 

History Edexcel History Specification 3 periods 

Ethics & Philosophy WJEC Ethics Specification 3 periods 

Computer Science OCR Computer Science Specification 3 periods 

Citizenship AQA Citizenship Specification 3 periods 

Design & Technology WJEC  DT Specification 3 periods 

Art & Design (Fine Art) AQA Art Specification 3 periods 

Art & Design (Photography) AQA Photography Specification 3 periods 

Hospitality & Catering WJEC Catering Specification 3 periods 

Music AQA Music Specification 3 periods 

Health & Social Care OCR HSC Specification 3 periods 

Sport BTEC Sport Specification 3 periods 

Drama (Performing Arts) BTEC Drama Specification 3 periods

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8702/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8700/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/specification
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html#%2Ftab-Biology
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html#%2Ftab-Chemistry
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html#%2Ftab-Physics
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/french/gcse/french-8652/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/spanish/gcse/spanish-8692/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/specification
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies-gcse/#tab_keydocuments
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/citizenship-studies/gcse/citizenship-studies-8100/specification
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-technology-gcse/#tab_keydocuments
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201/specification
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/hospitality-and-catering-level-1-2/#tab_keydocuments
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/gcse/music-8271/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/health-and-social-care-level-1-2-j835/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/sport-2022.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/performing-arts-2022.html


ROADMAPS

*There are also three SEND information evenings scheduled across the year (1 Oct, 28 Jan and 08 Jul)



KS4 PPEs 
(Pre-public exam) 

What is a PPE?

A PPE is a Pre-Public Exam (mock) which 

allows students to have a practice run of 

their exams. They also allow teachers and 

students to see their current working grade 

and identify gaps in learning.

How do they work?

In total students will sit 4 sets of PPEs 

across KS4 prior to their Summer GCSE 

exams. 



KS4 PPE windows*

Year 10

PPE 1 Term 3 Core subjects

(Eng, Maths, Science)

Mon 12 Jan Fri 23 Jan

PPE 2 (tbc) Term 6 Most subjects Mon 15 Jun Fri 26 Jun

Year 11

PPE 1

(either side of half-term)

Term 1/2 Most subjects Mon 13 Oct Fri 07 Nov

PPE 2 

(either side of half-term)

Term 3/4 Most subjects Mon 09 Feb Fri 06 Mar

GCSE window (tbc)

GCSE exams

(either side of half-term)

Term 5/6 All subjects Mon 04 May Fri 26 Jun





Example PPE Timetable…



Example PPE Timetable…





Agenda:

1. What do we do to help 
students become 
successful learners?

2. What can students do 
to become better 
learners

3. What can you do?



Helping students become successful learners



Helping students become successful learners



Do Now Knowledge test

1 What is the aim of a humiliation based punishment?

Bonus: Give an example of a medieval humiliation based punishment.

2 What crime did the increase in poverty lead to in Elizabethan England?

Bonus: Why did the authorities fear this particular crime?

3 What key decision about Germany was decided at Yalta, confirmed at Potsdam?

Bonus: Give at least one reason why tension increased at Potsdam.



Spaced retrieval: Students complete the 'Do Now' at the beginning of the 

lesson to revisit prior learning. Can they remember taught content?

Independent practice: Students practice a sequence of taught content in a 

focused setting. Can they demonstrate evidence of learning?

Questioning: Teachers ask students planned questions in lesson to check 

student understanding of learning. Do they understand what taught content?

Helping students become successful learners



Agenda:

1. What do we do to help 
students become 
successful learners?

2. What can students do 
to become better 
learners

3. What can you do?



Spaced 

retrieval

1. Attempt the whole answer/piece of work

2. Plan work and monitor progress during the practice

3. Respond to feedback and redraft to improve

1. Engage with the question and provide an answer

2. Ask follow up questions to check understanding

3. Take notes of key points and write own questions for learning

What can students do to become successful learners?

1. Be on time to lessons - complete all of the Do Now

2. Identify gaps in learning - get the answers and revisit content

3. Test learning regularly – revision cards, self-quizzing, Seneca

Questioning

Independent

practice



Activity 1:

Making the most of revision cards (flash cards)

Compare the two examples of revision cards.

1. Which format would be more effective in helping a student learn?

2. How could the student use these cards to learn effectively?



Example A Example B



Example A

Question posed –

prompts analysis

Key quote 

included



Example B

More factual – a 

character profile



Activity 2:

Making the most of independent practice.

Compare the two examples of independent practice.

1. Which example best shows the student engaging in the learning process?

2. What can students do to best them succeed



Example A Example B



Example A

Planning



Monitoring

Planning

Example B



Independent learning (homework)

• Homework at Broadoak is referred to as independent study in recognition that this work is 

completed outside of class time but not necessarily always at home eg. after school club, 

Period 7 intervention.

• Independent study will focus on developing core knowledge and skills delivered in the 

classroom.

• Independent study will be made available on Seneca. Some teachers will issue hard copies 

of work to complete. 

• At KS4 independent study is set once a week per subject.



Agenda:

1. What do we do to help 
students become 
successful learners?

2. What can students do 
to become better 
learners

3. What can you do?



How can you help?

Support attendance 
to school and 

lessons. Every day 
and every lesson 

counts!

Support attendance 
to Period 7

Access Breakfast 
Club 8am - free

Talk to your child 
regularly about 

learning

Support students to 
complete study 

outside of lessons

Check the website 
for regular updates

Communicate with us any concerns you may have, through their tutor in the first instance:
firstname.lastname@clf.uk or parents@broadoakacademy.clf.uk

mailto:Firstname.lastname@clf.uk


Seneca - https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

BBC Bitesize - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3

Useful online revision resources

https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision
https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision
https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision


PSHE
(Personal, Social, Health and Economic education)

Part of the core curriculum. One lesson a week 

designed to help develop the whole character of the 

child and prepare them for life beyond school. Three 

key areas covered across KS4:

• Living in the wider world

• Health and well being

• Relationships

Speak to Mrs Turk for more information



Thank you

Questions?



Environment
and

stimulus

Working Memory
(site of awareness and 

of thinking)

Long-term Memory
(permanent memory 

store)
Forgotten

Attention

Remember
Encode

Retrieval
Learning



ROADMAPS



ROADMAPS
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